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urr cane Ian s known as one of t e most 
destruct e storms n  story  I    
s cont nu n  to ass st t e res dents and workforce 
of an bel and apt a slands  

ore t an e t mont s after t e storm  res dents 
and bus nesses  nclud n  t e I  bu ld n  are st ll 
w t out electr c ty and runn n  water  en t ou  
we are facing tremendous obstacles ourselves, we 
are st ll pro d n  necessary suppl es and resources 
to t ose we ser e  sa d ar a sp no a  ecut e 

rector  It s a l ttle d scoura n  know n  t at 
we are com n  nto t e eat and um d ty of t e 
summer mont s  and anot er urr cane season  
but we are work n  ard to resol e our own bu ld n  ssues w le cont nu n  to elp our ne bors  

e I  food pantry  located at  er w nkle ay  as been and cont nues to pro de water  s elf 
stable food  clean n  and y ene suppl es and more

I  s pro d n  all types of ass stance for lon  term reco ery to commun ty members  e 
stru les are real  says e an ertson  y ome was se erely dama ed and I m now dec d n  
w et er t s wort  t to repa r  or f I a e to tear t down  e an reac ed out to I  after learn n  

er nsurance settlement was far lower t an s e e pected   

y w nd nsurance s say n  t was t e ood t at caused t e dama e  ood s say n  t was t e w nd  
and ne er t e two s all meet  cont nues e an   ccord n  to a recent story on Bay News 9, ‘State 
data s ows t at of t e more t an  nsurance cla ms from urr cane Ian  rou ly a t rd a e 
been re ected or rema n unpa d  at s desp te t e fact t at nsurance compan es n lor da are 
supposed to settle cla ms w t n a day w ndow  at w ndow closed n ecember and yet people 
are st ll n l mbo

e an spent t me n a s elter after Ian  w c  s e bel e es landed er n t e osp tal w t  
pneumon a  e an s an older adult w o as l ed alone on an bel for t e past two decades  I 
wasn t eat n  properly or ett n  enou  rest  s e sa d  at started as a cold u ckly turned nto a 
pers stent cou  s ortness of breat  and a  fe er  It s w en my l ps started turn n  blu s  t at I 
knew I ad a ser ous t n  o n  on

continued on next page
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Meghan’s story, continued
fter be n  released from t e osp tal  e an secured a otel as a temporary l n  space  I  

was so elpful to me w t  t e  appl cat on and appeal process  It took a w le  se eral appeals 
 but  finally came t rou  for me  If I d dn t a e t e I  team on my s de u d n  me t rou  

t e process  I probably would a e en up and t en I don t know w ere I d be  s e cont nues  

e an w ll stay n t e otel and cont nue to work w t  er nsurance company for t e repa r or 
rebu ld n  of er ome  I  s pro d n  food and suppl es for er ealt  and well be n  and s 
ready to ass st w t  rebu ld n  suppl es  furn s n s and ot er supports s e may need  I t nk t e 

ardest part of t s  bes des los n  l terally e eryt n  I ad  s not be n  able to see an end n s t  
says e an  I feel l ke I m o n  n c rcles on a da ly bas s  and most days don t seem to et ery 
muc  accompl s ed  t t s po nt  I m concerned about my mental wellness   I  s pro d n  
resources for e an and ot ers t at nclude roup and nd dual counsel n  

I  as also connected er w t  peers to create a support system and soc al outlet  I met a really 
n ce lady my a e w o s o n  t rou  somet n  s m lar  cont nues e an  e all a e t e same 
story  but our nd dual responses and outcomes are d erent  It s n ce to a e someone to talk to  
compare notes w t  and bounce deas o  of   e an and er new fr end s are transportat on and 
are look n  forward to o n n  t e I  mont ly lunc eon r endly aces  on t e sland  I st ll et sad 
w en I o to an bel and see w at s left of my ome  but now I a e somet n  to look forward to 
and someone to s are a meal w t   r endly aces  a mont ly soc al at on lunc eon  was recently 
re nstated after Ian and w ll be eld on une  at t e an bel ecreat on enter   an bel apt a 

oad

I m sure t ey ear t s all t e t me  but I can t t ank I  enou  for t e elp t ey cont nue to 
pro de me  mall or lar e  I  co ers t e needs of e eryone and always  I mean always  makes you 
feel mportant and eard  

FISH HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS PACKET
s many cont nue to restore and rebu ld  t e tlant c 
urr cane season s less t an one mont  away  e 

are encoura n  e eryone to plan and prepare for t e 
urr cane season a ead and are pro d n  our resource 

packet  a a lable now  to anyone w o re uests

o rece e a free urr cane esource acket  please 
contact t e I  alk In enter at  
or email er ka fis ofsancap or   ackets may be 
downloaded at fis ofsancap or  on t e Hurricane Ian 

esources or Social & Senior Services pa e   

ppo ntments may be arran ed for t ose w o would l ke a more deta led d scuss on on ow to 
prepare for urr cane season   

mailto:erika%40fishofsancap.org?subject=
https://www.fishofsancap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/04-13-23-PRINT-file-complete-packet.pdf
https://www.fishofsancap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/04-13-23-PRINT-file-complete-packet.pdf
https://www.fishofsancap.org/social-senior-services-2/


WITH FISH 
HURRICANE 
PREPAREDNESS 
PACKETSPACKETS
FISH is committed to the safety and well-being of our 
island neighbors, and hurricane season is no exception. 
Hurricane hazards come in many forms, including storm 
surge, heavy rainfall, inland flooding, high winds, etc. 

It is essential to be ready before  
a storm approaches. FISH can help.

WITH FISH 
neighbors helping neighbors

Our annual FISH Hurricane Preparedness Packet is a valuable island resource  
available to anyone who requests it. The packet provides detailed information on  
where to go, what to do, and how/when to begin preparing for  
hurricane season, including:

• Suggested Do’s and Don’ts  • City of Sanibel Hurricane Pass Application 
• List of Hotels • Special Needs Application 
• Check Lists • List of Shelters/Map 
• Pet Information • Hotline Numbers 
• Evacuation Routes

If you or someone you know could benefit from this packet or program,  
please contact us. Packets can be picked up at the FISH Walk-In  
Center at 2430-B Periwinkle Way, Sanibel or at our temporary office  
at 15550 McGregor Blvd, Suite 204, Fort Myers and are available  
for download at fishofsancap.org. For a packet by mail,  
contact FISH by calling 239.472.4775 or  
email clientservices@fishofsancap.org.

WEATHERING THE STORM together

food programs   •   island based education   •   social & senior services   •   helping hands & financial assistance

2430-B Periwinkle Way, Sanibel FL 33957  •  239.472.4775  •  fishofsancap.org



OUR 2022 IMPACT REPORT IS AVAILABLE!
s s t e most c allen n  t mes yet for I  and for our belo ed commun ty  e a e faced se eral 

d sasters n t e last fi e years but urr cane Ian and ts pat  of de astat on tops t e l st  e cannot 
stress enou  ow proud we are of I  our sta  our olunteers  our commun ty members and 
partners w o a e ra sed t e bar for w at ne bors elp n  ne bors means  dd t onally  we are 

rateful for our supporters from around t e world  ey mmed ately spran  to act on to ensure we 
ad t e resources necessary to be some of t e first responders on t e round elp n  our slands n 

t e reco ery process

ke so many omes and bu ld n s on 
t e slands  t e I  alk In enter  
w c  as been round ero for 
del er n  a d to t e t ousands of ser ce 
re uests we rece e annually  was 
destroyed by storm sur e  le we can 
use t e park n  area and structure for 
some distribution of items and storage, 
we a e ad to relocate temporar ly to 
an office space n ort yers  owe er  
we are committed to rebuilding a new 

alk In enter w ere anyone n need 
can find elp and ope

ur slands w ll be  n many ways  
fore er c an ed by t s past year  

tness n  t e k ndness  compass on 
and comm tment of our ne bors to 
eac  ot er pro es t at t e sp r t of 
commun ty on w c  I  s founded s 
stron er t an e er  e have stoo  ith 

ani el an  aptiva for ore than
4  ears an  e ill contin e to 
serve as  islan  social service 
organi ation long into the f t re  

ere s only one way to o from ere
onward and upward.

lease visit o r e site to revie  o r n ar   p ar  2 22 pact eport

https://www.fishofsancap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FISH-IR-28p-FIN3-WEB.pdf




FISH FRIENDLY FACES RETURNS - IN PERSON AT THE REC CENTER!
Islanders  fr ends and fam ly are n ted to t e commun ty w de I    r endly aces 
unc eon  sc eduled for ues  une  be nn n  at am   unc  prepared by e an bel el  

cons sts of a cold entree  s de and dessert  e cost of t e lunc eon s compl mentary to part c pants   

e r endly aces lunc eon as been a trad t on o ered by I  for 
many years t at as been postponed s nce Ian s landfall  e are 
t r lled to br n  back our lunc eon and to reconnect w t  commun ty 
members we a en t seen for a w le  says r ka royles  en or 

er ces rector  I  r endly aces s a reat way to catc  up w t  
fr ends and make new connect ons  somet n  we e m ssed s nce 
so many a e been d splaced by urr cane Ian  e cannot wa t to 
see all your smiling, friendly faces! 

e mont ly lunc eon w ll be eld at t e an bel ecreat on enter 
located at  an bel apt a oad  an bel and a rtual opt on 
w ll also be pro ded  eser at ons and meal c o ces are re u red 
by r  une  to t e I  alk In enter    oom 
nstruct ons for t ose o n n  rtually w ll be pro ded w t   
nfortunately  t ere w ll be no meal del ery a a lable for rtual 

part c pants

uest speaker r s ec ow c  a erpetolo st  and t e ldl fe  
ab tat ana ement ro ram rector at  w ll d scuss t e post 

urr cane mpact on t e slands  w ldl fe  r s  w o rew up on t e sout west s de of ca o  ad a 
stron  nterest n nature at a ery youn  a e  espec ally w t  amp b ans and rept les  s pass on for 
all t n s sl my and scaled led m to t e ca o erpetolo cal oc ety w ere e was mentored by 
numerous knowled eable members and s t n  sc ent sts  

r s as two ac elor of c ence  de rees n oolo y and omputer c ence from out ern 
Ill no s n ers ty at arbondale I  and a aster of c ence  de ree n n ronmental c ence 
from lor da ulf oast n ers ty  e be an work n  at  n  and s t e rector of 
t e ldl fe ab tat ana ement ro ram and sta  erpetolo st  s land mana er  e o ersees 

s nearly  acres of conser at on land w t  t e elp of s field tec n c ans  e s a member 
of t e urtle ur al ll ance  t e I  orto se and res water urtle pec al st roup  a board 
member of t e lor da urtle onser at on rust  and an act e member of t e local erp soc ety 

alusa erpetolo cal oc ety

It s an onor to ost r s  and we re look n  forward to learn n  more about t e  w ldl fe and 
ecosystems on t e slands  sa d r ka royles



COMMUNITY SUPPORT
I  could not pro de t e pro rams and ser ces we do w t out t e unwa er n  support of our 
olunteers  ur olunteers rac ously pro ded o er 7,400 ours of ser ce and dro e o er 20,000 

m les of be alf of I  and our ne bors n  

elow s a test mon al from m and oan a ek about w at t means to t em to be neighbors helping 
neighbors  

“Volunteering has always been part of our lives. Together, we try to make our community a better place 
for all. When we moved to Sanibel a little over 6 years ago we had many volunteering choices. FISH caught 
our attention because of the number of different programs that help those in need. We work in the food 
pantry, pick up food donated by the Midwest Food Bank, deliver meals, provide medical equipment and 
transport assistance and help with the many holiday programs. It became easy to get drawn into the action 
and meet so many people. It’s made a positive impact on those that need it the most and on us since we 
have the time and resources to devote to the effort. We love seeing the smiling faces and kind words from 
those receiving help. Knowing we have become a vital part of the Sanibel community spirit fuels our desire 
to continue giving. Hurricane Ian turned our lives upside down putting the brakes on our volunteer work 
while we regained our composure, purchased replacement vehicles and began restoration of our home and 
property just like so many others on the island.  We couldn’t stay away from volunteering very long and so 
we reconnected as soon as we were able to with FISH. We are volunteering again and enjoy seeing those 
smiles from everyone again and look forward to seeing the FISH building being restored bigger and better 
than ever!”

Jim & Joan Bajek



JERRY’S FOOD BAGS
ank you erry s for pro d n  food ba s for purc ase to support our food pantry  remade ba s 

may be purc ased for  and w ll be donated to elp our ne bors n need

ISLANDS NIGHT!
e were so e c ted t e trad t on cont nued w t  t e annual Islands t at ammond tad um  ur 

team en oyed t e celebratory e en n  w t  slanders  fr ends and fam ly  



CALLING ALL FRIENDS OF FISH!
ur annual ace  I  s one of our ma or annual 

fundraisers and we want to bring it back to our 
commun ty n  by plann n  somet n  grand!  
We are looking for additional members to assist us in 
plann n  coord nat n  and e ecut n  a reat e ent for 

 urrently we meet a oom on t e last r day 
of t e mont  be nn n  at am to d scuss deas  
mater als  coord nat on  and more  ou don t need to 
be a runner to become a race committee member! For 
add t onal nformat on  please contact Diane or cole

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH
e t eme of ental ealt  wareness ont   s ook round  ook t n  accord n  

to ental ealt  mer ca  ental ealt  profess onals  a m s to emp as e t e ways t at our 
surround n s  l ke safe and stable ous n  ealt y ome l es  ne bor oods and c t es  and 
nature  a ect our mental ealt

mailto:dianerc10%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:noel2me%40icloud.com%20?subject=


HONORING SHIRLEY BOHNERT!
on ratulat ons I  olunteer and former I  board member rley o nert for rece n  a u lt 

of alor for your ser ce  rley ser ed n t e n ted tates ar ne orps  and we t ank 
rley for er ser ce



s we mo e toward summer mont s and some of our olunteers return 
to t e r up nort  omes  we are n need of add t onal olunteers to 
ass st   lease contact us to s n up as a I  olunteer or to answer any 
olunteer uest ons you may a e  It s a reat way to connect and ser e t e 

community!  

WE NEED GREAT PEOPLE LIKE YOU!
 

I  of an ap s a nonprofit   
sta ed by more t an  
olunteers  rofess onals 

sta  our an bel s te and our 
temporary ort yers locat on 
and are a a lable on  
t rou  r  to ass st slanders 
and s tors w t  an array of 
ser ces and pro rams  I  
s an bel and apt a s only 
neighbors helping neighbors 
or an at on o er n  a ran e 
of uman ser ces nclud n

• e porar  ergenc   
inancial ssistance

• isaster ssistance
• i ite  oo  antr
• e ical ip ent 

Loan 
• ot eals rogra  
• i s oo  ac pac  

co ing soon
• o th cholarships
• eferrals  eso rces
• rnit re istri tion
•  nco e a  

reparation




