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he i pacts on islanders  li elihoods due to ongoing reco ery fro  urricane an brings continued 
financial and e otional strain as the holiday season approaches. We want to ease that strain 
by pro iding Thanksgiving Food Baskets to island residents and the workforce as well as a 
Community Thanksgiving, scheduled for Nov. 17 with our partner, the Sanibel Community 
House.  hese traditional holiday offerings will hopefully bring a sense of nor alcy to what has been 
a ery abnor al 2  onths,  says aria spino a, ecuti e irector.

hanksgi ing, a day of gratitude often shared by fa ily and friends, ay look and feel a bit different 
for the second consecuti e holiday due to the disaster.  any sur i ors continue to rebuild and 
repair and ay not be planning a traditional festi e dinner. 

For any that recei e a basket, particularly our senior population, the reali ation that our 
organi ation, olunteers and co unity e bers care 
about the  is al ost secondary to the food we pro ide.  t s 
heartbreaking to learn that our neighbors will be alone or 
struggling for the holiday.  With support and donations fro  the 
co unity, F S  can pro ide a hanksgi ing ay festi e eal for 

any that we ser e,  continues spino a. 

F S  supporters ha e been dropping off donations and financial 
contributions to support the holiday basket, and Sanibel Capti a 
Co unity Bank and oc Ford s ha e been holding food dri es 
for needed items including canned fruits and vegetables and side 
dishes such as stu ng, rice, gra y, cranberries canned , etc.

Last year, because the hanksgi ing holiday was on the heels 
of an s landfall, the F S  eal basket offering included a pre-cooked eal. his year, as any once 
again ha e cooking and heating sources, the organi ation is returning to their traditional holiday 
basket. Basket distribution will take place at F S  on Sanibel until 3p  on on., o . 20 and ues., 

o . 2 , with last inute pickup a ailable until noon on Wed., o . 22.

We are pleased that we can pro ide this progra  to those needing assistance during the holidays.  
With such uncertainty in the air, it war s y heart to know that we can help,  says spino a.  

f you or a fa ily you know is in need of a hanksgi ing oliday Food Basket, please contact erari at 
F S  at 239-472-4775 or erari@fishofsancap.org. 

FISH Provides Thanksgiving Meal Baskets





ou re in ited to a ribbon cutting for our recently purchased 
ancillary building located at 2422 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel. he 
celebratory e ent will take place on Thurs., Nov. 16 beginning 
at 12:00pm. Light refresh ents, pro ided by Catering by Leslie 

da s, will be ser ed. Parking is a ailable at the F S  Walk- n 
Center building ne t door at 2430 Periwinkle Way.

We purchased and refurbished the building, for erly ene s 
Books , to create a one-stop shop ser ing local fa ilies. ur 
food pantry progra  as well as staff o ces will operate out of 
the new space. F S  notes special thanks to he erican Red 
Cross who, through a grant award, helped offset the cost of 
the building  enesis Restoration, who helped ready the space 
for use  and the City of Sanibel. entually, F S  will create a 
welco ing setting to house progra s that address i ediate 
and long-ter  needs.

aggi Feiner, President  C  states, ur e isting building 2430 Periwinkle  was se erely da aged 
by urricane an and re uires a long-ter  rebuild. s we begin the rebuilding process, we ha e 
shifted operations to the for er ene s Book building and continue to re ain fully operational to 
ser e our island co unity. t s e tre ely i portant to us to aintain a consistent island presence 
to better ser e our co unity, as we e done for o er 40 years.

L to R
Greg Blurton, Treasurer; Kathy Samson, Director; Ellen Sloan, Board Vice Chair; John Morse, Board Chair Emeritus; Maggi Feiner, 
President & CEO; Maria Espinoza, Executive Director

Ribbon Cutting at FISH’s Ancillary Location - 2422 Periwinkle



We pro ide hands-on ser ices to disaster sur i ors including 
long-ter  reco ery assistance and ental health counseling 
and resources to island residents and workforce. Says 

it a Lope , our Social Ser ices irector, When co unity 
e bers co e to us for support and assistance, we obser e 

signs of e otional stress, an iety, and depression due to the 
trau atic e perience of urricane an. hese psychological 
effects can ha e a huge i pact on the fa ily unit as a whole, 
but can be anaged with the help of professionals.   

Recently a arried couple with two young children returned 
to Sanibel after an forced the  to e acuate and destroyed 
their island rental ho e o er one year ago. he fa ily, who 

wishes to re ain anony ous, had not returned to the island since the disaster,  continues Lope . 
hey had no idea how the ho eco ing would affect the , but were hopeful enough to purchase a 

ho e and begin re odeling. nfortunately the e ories of an and destruction of the island took 
its toll on the husband and father Willia  not his real na e . e suffered a ner ous breakdown and 

ed, lea ing his wife and children. lthough he surfaced se eral weeks later, he had already filed for 
di orce.

he wife and other, anet not her real na e  was de astated. She found herself abandoned and 
scared not knowing what to do. She works fro  ho e and was uncertain how long she would be 
able to pay bills with ust one inco e. he di orce had yet to be finali ed and child support was not 
established. he fa ily used all of their sa ings to buy the house and ake inor repairs, and she 
now needed to pay for a di orce attorney. hankfully, she was introduced to F S  who was able 
to assist with utility pay ents and offer food pantry and youth food backpack assistance. Lope , 
noticing the an iety of not only anet but also the children, referred the  to co unity partner 
SalusCare pro ides who pro ides  therapy focusing on hurricane related topics including P S , 
trau a, and loss. eld at he athering Place on Sanibel, Laura uarino, , L C, leads the 
sessions by appoint ent. ailable each Wednesday between 00 - 4 00, sessions last 30 inutes. 
For appoint ent ti es e ail or call Erika Broyles.

ccording to the Centers for isease Control and Pre ention C C , periencing a disaster can 
cause stress for fa ilies. oung children, under  years of age, are at particular risk for ental health 
issues. So e children ay de elop disorders like an iety, depression, and post-trau atic stress 
disorder after a disaster. Stress and e otional proble s affect children s physical health, uality of 
life and how they do at ho e, in school, and in their co unities.  

f you or so eone you know needs assistance, contact F S  at 239.472.4775. For uestions related to 
e ergency financial assistance, please contact it a Lope , 239.472.4775 or nit a@fishofsancap.org. 

Lingering Effects of Ian - FISH Can Help

mailto:erika%40fishofsancap.org?subject=


ur ecuti e irector aria spino a attended the 2023 Sanctuary olf Club ployee Seasonal 
ick-off and Benefit Fair last onth to share how F S  assists island residents and the workforce. 

F S  is answering all re uests for assistance such as hands-on ser ices to disaster sur i ors including 
long-ter  reco ery assistance and ental health counseling and resources. dditional ser ices 
a ailable include te porary financial assistance for edical, housing and utility e penses and 
progra s representing the organi ation s four a or pillars -- Food, sland Based ducation, Social 
and Senior Ser ices, and elping ands to ensure no need goes un et. 

f you or so eone you know needs assistance, contact F S  at 239.472.4775.

f you or your business would like infor ation or would like to re uest a presentation to your tea , 
please contact aria spino a, ecuti e irector, 239.472.4775 or aria@fishofsancap.org. 

FISH Assists Residents, Island Workforce



neighbors helping neighbors

FRIENDLY FACES LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 11:00

You’re invited to our community-wide Friendly 
Faces Luncheon, offered at the Rec Center and 
virtually by Zoom. The cost of the luncheon, 
provided by community partner Sanibel Deli, is 
complimentary to guests.

In a discussion titled The Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum: What’s Now, What’s Next, Executive 
Director Sam Ankerson will present about the state 
of the Museum including educational programs 
and outreach, rebuilding since Hurricane Ian, a 
new vision for the permanent exhibit hall of shells, 
and other plans for a post-Ian future.

Sam joined the Bailey-Matthews National Shell 
Museum as Executive Director in March 2021. Prior 

to that he was Deputy Director at the Norton Museum of Art in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. He and his wife Emily, who is Executive Director at the 
Captiva Civic Association, have two grown daughters and live on Sanibel 
with two cats and two dogs.

Note: Meal selections will be provided upon RSVP. Zoom instructions for those joining 
virtually will be provided with RSVP. Unfortunately, there will be no meal delivery for 
virtual participants. Future Friendly Faces luncheons will be held on the second Tuesday of 
each month throughout 2023.

JOIN FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS
FISH OF SANCAP FRIENDLY FACES LUNCHEON

DATE:
Tuesday, Dec. 12

TIME:
Beginning at 11:00 am

LOCATION:
Sanibel Rec Center
3880 SanCap Road

also
Virtual Zoom Call

RSVP:
To Erika Broyles, FISH

By Dec. 8
239-472-4775

erika@fishofsancap.org

FISH continues to help our neighbors in meeting their physical, mental and emotional needs. 
As always, we are committed to being a safety net for all.

At the end of the day, our message is simple -- FISH is for everyone.
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HOLIDAY EVENT &
YOUTH REINDEER RUN

DECEMBER 2ND | 10 A.M.-2 P.M.
SANIBEL RECREATION CENTER

E v ee n tE v e n tHOLIDAYHOLIDAY
SANIBEL REC
SANIBEL REC

3880 Sanibel Captiva Rd.

Thank you Sponsors/Partners

F R E E

FOLLOWING THE FISH 10K/5K
RACE JOIN US FOR A YOUTH

REINDEER RUN! CLICK HERE OR
SCAN THE QR CODE TO SIGN UP 

Activities
Hot Cocoa Bar (Sponsored by Baileys)

Pizza/BBQ (sponsored by Island Pizza)
Pictures with Santa
Youth Reindeer Run

Bounce House
Face Painting

Crafts



YOUTH REINDEER RUN

REGISTER TODAY!RE

DECEMBER 2ND, 2023 11:00 A.M. 

AGE BRACKETS

AT THE SANIBEL RECREATION CENTER 
3880 SANIBEL CAPTIVA RD.

THE REINDEER RUN WILL TAKE
PLACE INSIDE THE RECREATION
CENTER GYMNASIUM.
THE RUNNER THAT COMPLETES
THE MOST LAPS WITHIN THE
TIMEFRAME WILL WIN A PRIZE!

3-5 YEAR OLDS 
6-7 YEAR OLDS
8-10 YEAR OLDS
11-13 YEAR OLDS

(5 MIN RUN)

(5 MIN RUN)

(10 MIN RUN)

(10 MIN RUN)







We re always in need of additional olunteers to assist with our progra s 
and e ents. Please contact us to sign-up as a F S  olunteer or to answer 
any olunteer uestions you ay ha e. t s a great way to connect and ser e 
the co unity   

We Need Great People Like You! ABOUT FISH

F S  of SanCap is a nonprofit,  
staffed by ore than 200 
olunteers. Professionals 

staff our Sanibel site and our 
te porary Fort yers location 
and are a ailable on. 
through Fri. to assist islanders 
and isitors with an array of 
ser ices and progra s. 

F S  is Sanibel and Capti a s 
only neighbors helping 
neighbors organi ation 
offering a range of hu an 
services including:

• Temporary Emergency  
Financial Assistance

• Disaster Assistance
• Limited Food Pantry
• Mental Health Services
• Medical Equipment 

Loan 
• Hot Meals Program 
• Friendly Faces 

Luncheon
• Kid’s Food Backpack
• Youth Scholarships
• Referrals & Resources
• Furniture Distribution
• Tools For Loan Program
• VITA (Income Tax 

Preparation)



Our Volunteers, Partners & Team in Action




